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STILLBIRTHS AND NEONATAL DEATHS SUPPORT SERVICE–RED NOSE DAY 

Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.44 pm]: According to Australian Institute 
of Health and Welfare data on stillbirths and neonatal deaths in Australia, in 2018, 2 789 babies died in the perinatal 
period; three-quarters were stillbirths and the remaining were neonatal deaths. The report provides information relating 
to those deaths, including the causes, maternal characteristics, timing and investigations. More than 30 per cent of 
those deaths were caused by congenital abnormality. Every day in Australia, six babies are stillborn and two die 
within 28 days of birth. Nearly two in five perinatal deaths occur before 22 weeks’ gestation. There were 9.2 perinatal 
deaths per 1 000 births in 2018. 

I provide members with these statistics because 21 years ago yesterday our family was one of those statistics. We 
lost our little angel Cooper David West on 13 September 2000, almost at full term, to a major placental abruption. 
That event has stayed with our family ever since and is, obviously, a major event in our lives. The worst fear of every 
parent is to have to say goodbye to one of their children. We said hello and goodbye to little Cooper on the same 
day, but we still had to organise a funeral and go through all the legal requirements of a death even though we had 
expected to come home from hospital—in our case, King Edward Memorial Hospital—with a happy and healthy 
baby to the joy of life that is yours to behold. 

Twenty-one years is a long time, but to us it feels as though that event could have occurred yesterday or it could 
have occurred a lifetime ago. I remember very, very clearly the events of that day. We are very fortunate because 
we almost lost Cooper’s mother, Lesley, my wife, on that day. She was in dire need of the support of King Edward 
hospital. She lost a lot of blood in those very traumatic events and to this day still carries the emotional scars of 
that day. 

I have said before in this house that it is an area of medicine in which we are not really improving as much as we 
are in others. The statistics have continued to remain relatively stable since 1999. Although it is terribly unfortunate—
Western Australia is doing as well or better than the national average in a very disparate and remote state, which 
is a credit to us—there is always more that we can do in this area. 

Today will be another family’s day to grieve and imagine what might have been and to reflect on how their lives 
could have dramatically changed should they not have been afflicted by the loss of an infant or neonatal baby. It is 
a day that families mourn with others who have been through a similar experience. Tomorrow, it will affect another 
family. It happens every day. As I said, about 2 000 stillborn and neonatal babies die every year. I know there are 
a lot of good causes, and I acknowledge the great work of the Stillbirths and Neonatal Deaths Support Service and 
Red Nose that provide grief and loss support, and much-needed funding for research. I am hopeful that in the future 
there will be a reduction in the number of families who are torn apart and go through the emotional heartache. You 
go through absolute heartache when you reflect every day on that sense of loss. 

I like to bring this up at this time every year. While I am a member of the Legislative Council, I will keep doing it 
to shine a light on this very important medical research and this very important area in which we can improve more. 
I also acknowledge all those who work in the support network for families likes ours and, of course, those families 
who have been afflicted. We catch up annually with groups of people who have suffered a similar experience to 
us. We are one of the lucky ones in that we have two healthy children who were born before Cooper, so we are able 
to experience the joy of that. Just imagine how you would feel if you lost your very firstborn child and the effects 
that that would have on you. 

Members, there is always more that we can do, but please think from time to time about those who have been through 
the horrendous experience of losing one of their children. 
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